NOTES.                                  471
istered Egypt under the clever and strong-minded negro eunuch Kafur, the patron and then the enemy of Al Mutenebbi, and the subject of his praise or satire in some of his most interesting poems. This family, distinguished generation after generation for official and administrative skill, might well be spoken of as models of excellence by one of their own profession, like the author. For more on this subject see Weil, Geschichte der Chalifen, on Al Muktadir b'illah, II. 539. Sherishi gives a specimen of Abu 1 Hasan's wit. Some of the learned were maintaining in his presence the untenable doctrine that the letter szip may in all cases be substituted for sad; that, in fact, the two letters are interchangeable. Said the wazir, " Do you read in the Koran, 'There shall enter into Paradise ^51/f ^ }** ^ as well as >* ^ ?'" Another story of the same kind, given by the commentator, is that An Nadr ibn Shemll was sick, and a number of his friends came to see him, among them a certain man who was bye-named Abu Salih. Said Abu Salih 'to the sick man "uJo U *U\ ^*\." "You should use the $dd, not the sin" said An Nadr, "for the meaning is, 'May God cause the sickness to depart/ and the sdd is according to the speech of the Arabs." Abu Salih answered that the sin was always interchangeable witty the sad, and instanced ]o\^ and ]0\j*s9JL0 andyLo. " Are you then Abu Salih ?" said the sick man. It may be mentioned that all the words which are spelt with either of these letters indifferently are given in some verses of the 46th Assembly.
Al Ka M ibn Showr, a man of the Arabs famous for his generosity, and reckoned with Kacb ibn Mameh and Hatim. Of him it is said, " No ill-fate has he who sits with Al Ka'kaf," Arab. Prov. II, 540, since it was his custom to relieve all who visited him. Of Ka'b ibn Mameh there are several proverbs. It is said, "More generous than Kafb ibn M&meh." His act of generosity was the same as that of Sir Philip Sidney at Zutphen. He was in a caravan in the desert when the water ran short, so that they took to measuring it by the stone called